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A FRESH WAY TO KEEP INFORMED

B R E AKI N G
GROUND

The Parks at Walter Reed celebrated two major milestones in Q2
2018: groundbreakings for two affordable housing projects within
existing Building 14 and the commencement of the mechanical
demolition of Building 2 (1970’s-era hospital). Design progress on
a number of market rate new construction projects is underway
and the team continued to welcome the community onto the
campus for various events including the inaugural Halcyon By The
People arts festival. Stay tuned, we’re just getting started!
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Existing Building 14 served as barracks housing for soldier
populations at Walter Reed up until the Army left the site in
2011. Built in 1976, the building contains three stories of single
room occupancy units (SRO’s) atop three stories of parking and
overlooks the Great Lawn. Due to the large size of the building,
The Parks Master Development Team vertically subdivided the
building into 3 “Components,” each designated for a different
development opportunity. Non-profit HELP USA, one of the
District-selected Notice of Interest Users or “NOIs,” broke
ground on the southern portion of the building—”Building
14-South”—on May 25, 2018. Scheduled to open in Summer
2019, HELP Walter Reed Apartments will provide 77 units of
much-needed housing for formerly homeless veterans with
support from the District Department of Housing & Community
Development and Housing Finance Agency.
Construction on Abrams Hall Senior Apartments—
“Building 14-Middle”—commenced shortly thereafter with
a groundbreaking ceremony led by Mayor Bowser on July 16,
2018. The project developer is a joint venture between Urban
Atlantic, Hines, non-profit Housing Up and 1750 K Affordable
Partners (a CBE joint venture of Evergreen Urban and Blue
Sky Housing) with support from the District Department of
Housing & Community Development. The building will feature
80 affordable units: 64 apartments targeting seniors earning 50
percent or less of area median income (AMI) and 16 permanent
supportive housing units for seniors earning 30 percent or less
of AMI. Scheduled to open in late Summer 2019, both projects

will help meet critical affordable housing needs in Ward 4 and
DC more broadly.
Leasing of Abrams Hall Senior Apartments will start 4-6 months
before construction completion (Spring 2019) and outreach will
include local community events to inform prospective residents
on the income qualification and application process.

ABRAMS HALL:
AFFORDABLE
HOUSING UNDER
CONSTRUCTION
“As the District continues to grow and prosper, my Administration
is focused on ensuring our seniors have the supports and resources
they need to live and thrive across all eight wards. Whether it’s
through property tax relief or more affordable housing, we’re
building pathways to the middle class for our seniors and finding
new ways to keep DC affordable for longtime Washingtonians of
all ages and backgrounds.”
			

- Mayor Muriel Bowser

GUEST ARTICLE

JOHN R. PIERCE, MD
Dr. John R. Pierce, Colonel, Medical
Corps US Army (Retired) and
Former Deputy Commander for Clinical
Services of WRAMC is the author of
‘Walter Reed Army Medical Center: A
Photographic History.’ He shares some
of Building 2’s remarkable history:

The “new” clinical building at Walter
Reed Army Medical Center was opened
in 1977. Designated as Building 2
but more simply known as “the new
hospital”, it was named the Heaton
Pavilion in 1994 in honor of former
Army Surgeon General and WRAMC commander, Lieutenant General
Leonard D. Heaton.
The Heaton Pavilion served as the main health care treatment facility for
WRAMC for almost 35 years. It became the visible symbol of the “flagship of
Army medicine” providing primary, secondary and tertiary care to active duty
service men and women, their families and retirees. The Heaton Pavilion was
the home of numerous medical, nursing and allied health education programs
at all levels from entry-level nursing to multi-year medical and surgical
specialty and sub-specialty training programs. Add the significant research
that took place in the Heaton Pavilion to patient care and medical education
and you had the heart of what made up one of the best known and most
widely respected medical institutions in the nation and the world.
Walter Reed General Hospital was opened on May 1, 1909. The usual lifespan
of hospital buildings is about 40 years and by the late 1940s-early 1950s
there was clearly a need for a new clinical facility. During the 1950’s when
Major General Heaton was Commanding Officer the institution came to
national and international prominence as national and world figures came to
Walter Reed for care and to visit the sick and wounded.
Before ground was broken for the new hospital, many services available
at the Georgia Ave. location were transferred to the Forest Glen Annex.
Supervised by the Baltimore District of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
the architects were Stone, Marracini and Patterson. The exterior of the new
hospital matched the brutalist architecture of the Armed Forces Institute of
Pathology building opened in 1955. Construction was awarded to the Blake
Construction Company. The official ground breaking ceremony took place
on August 26, 1972.
Complete construction took over five years. During construction the amount
of dirt that was moved would have completely filled and buried RKF Stadium.
The trucks used to move the earth would have extended from Washington to

40 miles past New York City. The steel used to reinforce the 110,000 cubic
yards of concrete used would have stretched from Washington to Denver.
The completed building had 5,500 rooms, 28 acres of floor space, 1,280
patient beds and 16 operating rooms. Construction included an electrical
generating plant capable of providing enough power for a city of 50,000
people and an underground garage for more than 1000 cars. Unique features
included an interstitial floor that included air conditioning, heating, electrical,
plumbing and life support systems and was where 80% of the maintenance
work would take place. The interstitial space also included a monorail track
system that was to handle linen and medical supplies, as well as, a first in
the industry patient food cart system. A separate tele-lift system was to
carry administrative materials, laboratory samples, x-ray records and patient
records.
Special guest of honor for the dedication ceremony that took place on
September 26, 1977 was Daisy Royce, granddaughter of Major Walter Reed,
the medical center’s namesake. Also in attendance was former First Lady,
Mamie Eisenhower whose husband former President Dwight D. Eisenhower
had died in the original hospital in 1969. Moving into a building of this size did
not happen overnight; the actual move took almost a year during 1977-1978,
mostly on the weekends.
The Heaton Pavilion was closed in 2011 when all clinical activity was moved
to the new Walter Reed National Military Medical Center in Bethesda, MD.

CONSTRUCTION
UPDATE:
DEMOLITION OF
BUILDING 2
NorthStar Contracting Group continues to make progress on the
abatement and demolition of Building 2 (1970’s era hospital).
As of publication, Phase 1 abatement and interior demolition is
100% complete. Phase 2, demolition and removal of the building
structure, has commenced. Phase 3 (crushing and re-purposing/
recycling of the concrete) is expected to be complete by mid-2019.

BY THE PEOPLE FESTIVAL

THE PARKS hosted the inaugural Halcyon By The People Festival over four
days in June. The site was selected as one of five main festival hubs (alongside
National Cathedral, Smithsonian Arts & Industries, Union Market and
THEARC West) and featured captivating visual art installations as well as
responsive community outreach and engagement activities:
•

NEKISHA DURRETT: a Ward-4 based artist presented two sprawling
installations as meditations on the ephemeral nature of time and the
material world. Purple pathways dotted with the text “Heaven Lasts
Forever” lead the viewer through the Great Lawn while words quietly
emerged from a shorn patch of green revealing the echoed text “Yes
Lawd.”

•

STACY CANTRELL led the “By The People Yarn-Bomb” project which
enlisted the community to knit and crochet together to make unique,
beautiful yarn-bomb creations. This fiber project on the Great Lawn paid
tribute to the hard-working nurses who served at the Walter Reed Army
Medical Center over the years.

•

HEIDI TREPANIER a Richmond based artist whose work has been
exhibited nationally and internationally enlisted the help of veterans
with disabilities to create “Reflection,” a painted mural on the historic
fountain at The Parks at Walter Reed.

•

MICHAEL BOWLES a critically acclaimed, award winning photographer,
presented “Resurrection, 1998,” a large-scale photo installation in tribute
to the historic Walter Reed Hospital and its history.

•

DUPONT BRASS a unique, soulful 8-peice brass ensemble hailing from
the D.C. area, performed throughout the afternoon of June 22nd on the
Great Lawn.

•

DOUBLE NICKELS THEATER unveiled its new SilverLiner, a custom
Airstream trailer, and invited festival goers to hear true stories about
Washington, D.C. neighborhoods and communities.

•

BRIDGMAN|PACKER DANCE integrated live performance with
video technology to turn an ordinary box truck into a re-imagined space-a micro-world of magical visions and transformation--where they put on
a one-of-a-kind dance performance.

•

JEFFERSON PINDER presented “Sonic Boom”, a processional
performance piece which commemorated U.S. Veterans with the
accompaniment of a car and a marching band (Dupont Brass).

DEVELOPMENT
UPDATES

Construction is underway at Building 14:
Building 14-Middle and Building 14-South will be renovated into 80 affordable senior units and 77 affordable veterans
units, respectively. Both projects are currently under construction and expected to deliver in late Summer 2019.
Design & Permitting is underway for a number of building components:
Component “VU,” planned for the corner of Georgia & Aspen, is expected to include 301 apartment units, 18,000 SF
of retail, and 89 condo units, all served by an underground garage. The project, designed by Torti Gallas Urban (CBE),
is currently in the permitting phase and is expected to commence construction in Q4 2018.
Component “IJ,” planned for the future Town Center and expected to include approximately 322 apartment units
and 60,000 SF of retail, is currently in construction documentation phase, designed by architect Torti Gallas Urban
(CBE). This project is expected to commence construction in 2019.
Approximately 58 new construction townhomes are planned for Parcel “WXY” located along Aspen Street between
Luzon Ave and 14th Place. The project is currently in concept design and received Historic Preservation Review Board
concept approval in July.

UPCOMING CONTRACTING OPPORTUNITIES
•

Ellisdale Construction, the Building 14 General Contractor, is seeking bids from qualified subcontractors and suppliers for the following
trades: Structural/Miscellaneous Steel, Drywall/Framing, Roofing, Doors, Frames and Hardware, Storefront Systems, Masonry
Maintenance, Appliances, Division 10 and Fiber Cement Panels. Please contact Ben Finkhousen at BFinkhousen@ellisdaleconstruction.
com for more information.

•

Paradigm, the General Contractor for Component “VU”, is accepting applications for the following positions: Laborers, Carpenters,
Carpenter Foreman, Carpenter Helper, Finisher, Labor Foreman, Assistant Superintendents, Plumbing Crew , HVAC Crew Leader,
Sleeving Technician,HVAC Technician. Please contact Cristina Morales at CMorales@paradigmcos.com for more information.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
FITNESS IN THE PARKS
The Parks hosts free fitness classes every Tuesday evening (subject to weather)
throughout the summer from May 1 - August 28, 2018. Enjoy the beauty and
history of the campus while participating in fun and engaging outdoor fitness
activities. Invite your neighbors and friends–everyone is welcome!
JAZZ IN THE PARKS
The Parks will host a three-part music series showcasing local jazz recording artists,
musicians and vocalists from the greater DC region. The next event in the series is
scheduled for August 18 from 4-7pm and will feature Cecily and Corcoran Holt.
FALL MARKET
The Parks is planning to host a fall farmers market on the campus in October. Stay
tuned, more details to be announced!

Follow @TheParksDC on Social Media!

