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A FRESH WAY TO KEEP INFORMED

A YE AR
IN R E V I E W

2017 was a very busy year at The Parks. The community—the
CAC, ANCs, parents of school children, contractors, businesses,
stakeholders and individual participants—has been very dedicated
to making their long awaited dreams become reality.

The

Master Development team is most grateful for all of the ideas,
suggestions, feedback, direction, and encouragement received
from the community. THANK YOU!

CO M M U N IT Y B U L L ET I N BOAR D

CAC MEETING
The next meeting of the Local Redevelopment Authority’s

The Reeder
Issue 2 – Q4 2017

Community Advisory Committee will be held on February 5,
2018. Location to be announced.
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ANC-4 MONTHLY MEETINGS

6900 Georgia Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20012

ANC-4A – First Tuesday of the Month at 7pm;

Contact:
Amy Yaskowski
TheParksDC@gmail.com

Location: Varies
Website: www.ANC4A.org

Master Development Team

ANC4B – Fourth Monday of the Month at 7pm;
Location: 4th District MPD, 6001 Georgia Avenue, NW
Website: www.ANC4B.org

For more information on The Parks visit:

TheParksDC.com

2017 DEVELOPMENT

HIGHLIGHTS
•

Opening and starting academic classes at the DCI and LAMB charter schools

•

Inviting the community inside the gates to celebrate and enjoy the beautiful
campus

•

Stewarding the historic preservation process through master planning and
mothballing of existing buildings

•

Planning and permitting senior housing, veterans housing, rental and condo
phases to start construction in 2018

•

Initiating the arts, recreation and open spaces planning process

•

Finalizing our utility Microgrid relationship with WGLE (the commercial
affiliate of Washington Gas)

•

Starting the abatement and demolition of the 1970s hospital building

•

And perhaps the most gratifying: achieving high CBE participation levels,
employing DC residents, and working in service to our community

GUEST LETTER

WARD 4 COUNCILMEMBER BRANDON TODD
Dear Neighbor,
It is an exciting time for Ward
4 and Walter Reed! Progress
continues to be made as we
witness the transformation of over
66 acres in the heart of Northwest
Washington into a vibrant,
energetic city center, bringing
benefits to the entire community.

As the Councilmember representing Ward 4, I am laserfocused on ensuring that the redevelopment of Walter Reed
brings new opportunity and revitalization to Upper Northwest
and all of Ward 4. Walter Reed truly is the single greatest
economic development opportunity that the District has
seen in generations. With 3.1 million square feet of mixeduse development, including affordable and market housing,
retail, office, scientific research, as well as green space, public
recreation, and cultural amenities, we will see significant
investment and opportunity flock to Upper Northwest. $1
billion of direct investment will bring thousands of jobs,
benefits to our local businesses, and tens of millions of dollars

in annual revenue for the city to re-invest in critical services
for our residents.
As you will read in the following pages, the Walter Reed
campus has been abuzz with activity. New construction and
new people are reshaping the site to meet the long-term needs
of our community.
Reflecting on the past year of accomplishments, I am so proud
of all that this community has achieved. And, looking forward
over the next five years and beyond, I am incredibly excited
at the new activity and positive changes that will be coming.
Working together, I look forward to continuing to chart a new
course for Walter Reed, bringing new hope for an even brighter
future to the residents of Ward 4 and the District as a whole.
Respectfully yours,

Brandon T. Todd
Councilmember, Ward 4

The DC International Charter School (DCI) and Latin
American Montessori Bilingual (LAMB) Public Charter
School celebrated the opening of their new facility, historic
Delano Hall, in a ribbon cutting ceremony on September
21, 2017.
Students, teachers, administrators, the DCI
project development team, representatives from the District
of Columbia, and Master Developer joined to mark the
momentous occasion - the first building to be renovated and
occupied at The Parks.

DCI & L AMB
S C HOO L
RI BBON
C UT TI NG
C EREMONY

Director Mary Shaffner, LAMB Executive Director Diane
Cotman, and Urban Atlantic President Vicki Davis.
The renovation of Delano Hall, located at Aspen Street and
16th Street, commenced in October 2016, after years of
planning. The school opened its doors to 1000 DCI and
LAMB students for the first day of school on September
5. Five elementary schools--Mundo Verde, Yu Ying, DC
Bilingual, LAMB, and Elsie Whitlow Stokes--feed into DCI, a
language-immersion focused middle and high school offering
the International Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme.
The school also accepts students via the My DC Lottery.
LAMB, a bilingual (English and Spanish) Montessori program,
serves Pre-K through fifth grades. Both schools are high
performing “Tier 1” charter schools.
Master Developer is thrilled to have DCI and LAMB become
integral members of the vibrant Parks community.
“Our effort to bring Walter Reed back under District control has
been years in the making, and today, I am honored to celebrate
its return with the students and staff of DCI and LAMB, The
opening of this state-of-the-art school is just the beginning
of a transformative development project that will bring jobs,

Speakers at the ceremony included Mayor Muriel Bowser,
Deputy Mayor for Planning and Economic Development
Brian Kenner, Deputy Mayor for Education Jennifer Niles,
Ward 4 Councilmember Brandon Todd, DCI School Executive

affordable housing, and economic opportunity to thousands of
District residents.”
			- Mayor Bowser

THE PA R KS
GETS ACTIVE
2017 was a busy first year for The Parks as
JAZZ IN THE PARKS
The Parks hosted an inaugural Jazz in The Parks event, bringing the community together
on Saturday, September 16. This well-attended event kicked-off with a four-piece mobile
brass brand, led by trombonist Rod Mangum. Baba Ras D, a favorite from around the
District, took the stage and inspired children to participate with drums and tambourines.
The evening’s main attraction was the Donvonte McCoy Quartet. This local favorite
has a residency every Saturday at the 18th Street Lounge and is a stalwart of the local
jazz scene. Award-winning food was served by Hardy’s BBQ Food Truck, a local favorite
and veteran owned mobile restaurant. Visitors brought their own lawn chairs and picnic
baskets to enjoy the music on the beautiful & tranquil setting of the Great lawn. The
development team plans to bring this event back in 2018 and has high hopes that Jazz in
The Parks will become a local favorite for many years to come.
HOLIDAY REFLECTION & TREE LIGHTING
The holidays came early this year when The Parks hosted a “Holiday Reflection & Tree
Lighting” event on Saturday, November 18. The evening celebrated the rich history of the
Walter Reed Campus, including memorialization of the 1970s hospital currently slated
for demolition in 2018, while looking forward to the future of the new development.
The evening featured seasonal live music, commemorative ribbon decorating, festive
snacks and the dramatic lighting of a 20’ holiday tree. Guest speakers included Ward
4 Councilmember Brandon Todd and Loretta Neumann, an active member of the
Ward 4 community and President of the Alliance to Preserve the Civil War Defenses
of Washington. Neumann shared personal stories related to Walter Reed and what
the site meant to the neighborhood while an active Army base for so many years. The
programming for the evening was capped off by Dr. Martha Lenhart, an accomplished
physician who completed her orthopedic surgery residency and hand surgery fellowship
while serving for over 20 years at the former Walter Reed Army Medical Center.
Dr. Lenhart played an active role at Walter Reed as the Director and Editor in Chief
of the Borden Institute and she helped publish “Walter Reed Army Medical Center
Centennial: A Pictorial History, 1909-2009”. During her speech, she shared touching
stories recalling the pivotal role Walter Reed played in her life and many others in the
local community.
WARD 4 SMALL BUSINESS OUTREACH
The Master Development team, alongside DSLBD, DMPED, Councilmember Todd’s
office and DOES, invited the Ward 4 business community to an outreach event
on November 16th which focused on upcoming contracting opportunities at The
Parks. Representatives from NorthStar Contracting Group, Harkins Builders and
Paradigm Construction were on hand to answer community questions about upcoming
construction opportunities. Representatives from the Master Development team were
also available to discuss small business contracting performance for the first full year on
site as well the timeframe for future development. This yearly event attracted strong
interest from the Ward 4 business community. Please note the “Upcoming Contracting
Opportunities” section on the following page.

local residents were invited to participate
in a number of engaging events on the
campus and in the community. Here are a
few highlights from Q4 2017.

DEVELOPMENT
UPDATES

Design & Permitting is underway for a number of building components:
•

Building 14 (middle) will be renovated to include 80 affordable senior housing units. The project is
currently in the permitting phase and anticipates closing in Q1/Q2 2018.

•

Component “VU,” planned for the corner of Georgia & Aspen, is expected to include 301 apartment
units, 18,000 SF of retail, and 89 condo units, all served by an underground garage. The project, led by
Torti Gallas Urban (CBE), is currently in construction documentation and is expected to commence
construction in Q2/Q3 2018.

•

Component “IJ,” planned for the future Town Center and expected to include approximately 300
apartment units and 60,000 SF of retail, is currently in schematic design, led by architect Torti Gallas
Urban (CBE).

•

Building 14 (south) will be developed by HELP USA, a non-profit housing developer; the renovation will
include 77 residential units for formerly homeless veterans. The project will commence simultaneously
with Building 14 (middle) in 2018.

UPCOMING CONTRACTING OPPORTUNITIES
In January 2018, Master Developer anticipates issuing an RFP (“Request for Proposal”) for the following:
• Select Interior Abatement, Demolition and Removal of MEP components within Building 15.
• Complete Demolition (raze to grade) of Buildings 83 and 91.
In Q1/Q2 2018, the planned General Contractor for Component “VU” anticipates soliciting bids for
multiple construction trades.
TPWR will post info to DSLDB’s database and our stakeholder database as well as provide a bid weblink on
TheParksDC.com website. Of note, successful firm(s) will be required to provide 100% Performance and
Payment Bond for the project(s).

CO N S T R U C T I O N UPDAT ES

The Master Developer team continues to make
progress on major horizontal construction projects:
WATER MAIN INSTALLATION:
The installation of a new water line in Main Drive
was completed by Connally Contracting (SBE) in
September 2017. The 12-inch water line now connects
to the existing public mains in Georgia Avenue and
16th Street, serving the southern side of the campus,
including the recently opened charter school (DCI and
LAMB). The new water line provides adequate water
pressure to meet fire code requirements for both
redeveloped existing buildings and new construction.
Fire protection coverage is also enhanced onsite by
the new hydrants installed along Main Drive as part
of this project. Portions of the existing system have
been abandoned by the contractor as they have been
replaced by the new service. Eventually the existing
system will be completely replaced as new service is
installed in future phases.
BUILDING 2 ABATEMENT & DEMOLITION
As reported in the inaugural issue of The Reeder,
NorthStar Contracting Group was awarded the
contract for this pivotal scope of work. The scope
includes three (3) phases--Phase 1: abatement of the
demolition of the building interior; Phase 2: complete
demolition and removal of the building structure;
and Phase 3: crushing and repurposing/recycling of
the concrete. Work commenced in July 2017. As of
publication of this newsletter, Phase 1 pre-abatement
is 90% complete, abatement and interior demolition
is 55% complete with a scheduled completion target
of Q1 2018. Phase 2 will commence immediately
after Phase 1. Overall duration for the project is
anticipated to be approximately 24 months. All
work is being performed in strict accordance with

DCRA, DDOT, DOEE, EPA and OSHA guidelines.
All activities are monitored by HP Environmental
Services for compliance and quality control.
PEPCO DUCTBANK RELOCATION:
This winter, the main electric service feeding the
entire site will be relocated in preparation for the
construction of the first new multifamily building
(Component “VU”) at the intersection of Georgia
Avenue and Aspen Street. This work is required
because the existing electric service currently runs
through the planned building footprint and needs
to be relocated in order to maintain uninterrupted
service to the site. This process involves extensive
coordination with PEPCO to transfer service from
the old line to the new. The first phase of this work
consists of installation of the concrete duct bank on
the property, which will be performed by Anchor
Construction (CBE) in December 2017. The second
phase consists of PEPCO installing the remaining
portion of the duct bank in public space, pulling cable,
and energizing the new line.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
REPORT CARD
The Master Development team is committed to achieving
multiple community development goals:
•

20% Affordable Housing

•

5 Non-profits: DCI; HELP USA; Housing Up;
SOME; Howard University Hospital

•

Site Activation

•

35% CBE Contracting

•

Ward 4 Economic Development Collaboration

•

First Source DC Resident Hiring

•

Long Term Open Space & Recreation

To date, Master Developer has completed two major
construction projects including mothballing of the historic
buildings and the installation of the Main Drive water line
with 48% CBE participation including a Ward 4 company.
Building 2 Abatement & Demolition is on target to reach
at least 35% CBE participation with a second Ward 4
contractor on board. Additionally, 64% of workers on
Building 2 Abatement & Demolition are DC residents; of
these, 24% are Ward 4 residents.

Walter Reed General Hospital
Easter Egg Roll, 1927

2017 represents the first year the
general public has been invited
back onto the campus since
a secure perimeter fence was
installed in 2001. 2018 interim
activation events at Walter Reed
will build upon the success of this
years’ signature events and realize
a host of new ones. Mark your
calendars--food, fun and festivities
will be open to all.

INTERIM ACTIVATION
EVENTS

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
SPRING CELEBRATION AND EASTER EGG ROLL

The Master Development team will kick off the 2018 event calendar by bringing
back the long-standing tradition of an Easter egg roll on the Great Lawn.
Community members and families will be invited onto the site to celebrate the
first signs of Spring while enjoying food, music and more. Stay tuned, exact date
to be announced.
FITNESS IN THE PARKS

Our weekly free fitness classes on site, hosted by CASS Fitness, will resume in
Spring 2018. Tuesday evening classes are tentatively scheduled to run May 22 June 26; Sept 11 – Oct 23.
SUMMER MOVIES IN THE PARK

The Master Development team plans to host a Summer 2018 movie series aptly
named “Movies in The Parks” giving families a place to gather and enjoy each
other’s company while the sun goes down over the Great Lawn.
JAZZ IN THE PARKS

Live outdoor music will once again fill the Great Lawn with the return of “Jazz
in The Parks” in Fall 2018. Bring your lawn chairs and picnic baskets to enjoy an
afternoon of great tunes and family fun.

